November 27, 2016
First Sunday of Advent
Celebrant: Fr. Leo Schneider
Lectors: Steve Brandt/Tom Powers
Eucharistic Ministers: Karen Virnig/Ann Walsh/ Rob Wood
Music Coordinator: Zara Turner
Order of Mass
Gathering
Gloria
Responsorial Psalm
Gospel Acclamation
Preparation of gifts
Holy, Holy, Holy
Memorial Acclamation
Amen
Lord’s Prayer
Lamb of God
Communion
Parting

O Come O Come Emmanuel

# 38 BB

To You, O Lord

# 436 BB
# 431 LMG
# 667 BB
# 432 LMG
# 433 LMG

Turn to Me

Sung
Sung
Taste and See
Soon and Very Soon

# 434 LMG
# 328 BB
# 580 BB

Mass Schedule, Meetings and Events
Regular Sunday Mass
Loaves and Fishes
Next Council Meeting
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Sundays
December 13, 2016 St. Stevens, 2:00pm and 5:15pm
December 14th, 2016 – Hirman Hall

Readings for November 20th through November 26th
11/27 IS 2:1-5 // ROM 13:11-14 // MT 24:37-44
11/28 IS 4:2-6 // MT 8:5-11
11/29 IS 11:1-10 // LK 10:21-24
11/30 ROM 10:9-18 // MT 4:18-22
12/01 IS 26:1-6 // MT 7:21, 24-27
12/02 IS 29:17-24 // MT 9:27-31
12/03 IS 30:19-21, 23-26 // MT 9:35B-10:1, 5A, 6-8

10:00 AM
2:00 PM and 5:15 PM
6:30 PM
Collection: Nov. 13th
$
$
Vigil Lights
$
Cash Plate
97.00
$
Envelopes
1222.00
$
Coffee
$
Total
1319.00
$
Weekly Need
2,000.00
$ 61,288.85
Loan balance

See us online at www.stleonardmn.org or Facebook
Council Chair: Ed Howard edfhoward@gmail.com, 612-532-9159

Keep in your prayers parish members who are ill: Josephine Candalisa, Anne Schaak, Mary Ann Nash, Gladys
Turner, Irene Donohue. Mantener en sus oraciones estos miembros de la parroquia que están enfermos

Dec 8th – Immaculate Conception: 10:15AM at Holy Name – 7PM at St Leonard’s
Dec 24th – Christmas Eve: 5 PM and 10PM at Holy Name – 4PM at St Leonard’s
Dec 25th – Christmas Day Mass: 10AM at Holy Name only
Dec 31st – New Year’s Eve: 5PM at Holy Name only
Jan 1st – New Year’s Day: 8:30 and llAM at Holy Name – 10AM at St Leonard’s
Advent Booklets
Look for Advent booklets and prayer cards in the Gathering Space and in the pamphlet rack by the front doors.

Thank You
A big thank you goes out to everyone who worked, shopped, bid, ate or played at the Christmas Faire. Another successful
Christmas Faire with lots of hard work and lots of cheer.

Loaves and Fishes: December 13th
Remembering that the new Loaves and Fishes Coordinator wants to know the number of people preparing the meal by the
end of the month, there is a sign-up sheet in the back of church for December 13th. We need 6 - 8 people. Preparation is at
2:00PM and serving is at 5:15. Thank you to all those people who are keeping this ministry alive.

Altar Servers
Thank you to our new altar servers this past month. Grace Howard has been training Kathryn Howard and Keenan
Cornwell. Thank you for your service.

Parishioners in Need of Care
St Leonard’s has a ministry that sends Get Well or Sympathy cards in the name of the St. Leonard’s community to people
who are experiencing health issues, loss or other difficulties in their life. Please send the names of people in need of
prayers and support to Maryellen: slpm3949@msn.org or leave a message on the parish phone: 612-825-5811. Also,
Father Leo has requested that you let him know anytime a parishioner is hospitalized.

Remembering
Please bring pictures of your loved ones who have passed away. During Sunday Mass in November, we remember
parishioners who have died this past year by reading their names from the book of deceased members. Then, leave
pictures of all those SLPM members who have died over the years to create a permanent memories wall in Hirman Hall.

Silver Anniversary: We are still looking for more stories and pictures to display for people to remember and celebrate.
Please send pictures to Julia Ross ajewels40yahoo.com Phone: 952-545-6611. Send any anniversary ideas you think
would be fun to do over the next few months to Sandra Vaughn Kelly: Phone: 763.588.2973 e-mail:

sandravkelly@comcast.net.
Wreath of Love – All scrolls have been chosen. Thank you.
Please return the wrapped gift on or before Sunday, December 4th and check your name off the list. If you have
questions, please call Karen Virnig at 612.825.636

Kingfield Empty Bowls – A Call for Artists, A Call for Action. Empty Bowls is a special, single-evening communal
meal and fundraiser organized by the Kingfield Neighborhood Association. Now looking for local potters to donate
food-safe, soup-sized bowls to the event. (See Bulletin Board and this week’s insert for details)

St Lawrence Church and Newman Center – Christmas Bazaar; December 3rd and 4th; 1203 5th Street S.E.
Minneapolis; $1000 cash prize raffle! (See Bulletin Board for details)

Christmas Holiday Dinner/Dance for Catholic Singles.
Saturday, January 7th, 2017; Cocktail Hour, Dinner and Dancing 5:30PM to Midnight. Cost: Dinner/Dance - $25.
Dance only $10, Cash bar. Reservations necessary by Dec 26th (See Bulletin Board for details)

What am I invited to say 'Yes' to this Advent?
When: Saturday, December 10, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Where: Notre Dame Center, 1910 Graham Avenue, St. Paul, MN
What: An Advent retreat day for single women ages 18-40 with Sister Joanne Dehmer, SSND. For more information or
to download a flyer, please visit: http://www.ssnd.org/events/2016/12/what-am-i-invited-say-yes-advent
Cost: Free will offering for lunch
RSVP: Please RSVP by Dec. 3 to Sister Stephanie Spandl, SSND, sspandl@ssnd.org or 651-278-4498.

First Sunday in Advent - A Reflection by Fr. Leo
Each day we pray for the Father’s kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven. Our first reading from Isaiah gives us a
glimpse of what that might look like. “They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks;
one nation shall not raise the word against another, nor shall they train for war again.” Truly, the light of God shines
bright in the realization of God’s kingdom.
There is quite a contrast between the vision of God’s kingdom given by Isaiah and the world we live in today. We train
for war. We build better weapons and kill from afar. How can the Kingdom come in a world like ours? I believe it is.
First we must realize that what Isaiah gives us is a vision toward which we are to direct ourselves. Perhaps its not that we
have lost the perfect world, but that we are moving toward it.
We must trust that God is directing all things, even as he allows us free will and the choice not to cooperate with his spirit.
It may be hard to trust that God is in charge as we look back through history and remember all the horrible things that
have happened. However, there are good things as well. The Berlin wall came down. Poland is no longer communist,
and there is a growing awareness and efforts to curb man’s inhumanity to man.
What I mention above is in the political realm. But there has also been great progress in the development of human
consciousness and the realization of the spirit’s roll in lifting humanity up. There has been unbelievable development the
last fifty years in humankind’s ability to perceive things of nature and as well as things of the spirit, which we are
realizing are inevitably linked. Even science is moving in this direction of an as yet not fully realized understanding of
what we in our western rationalism separate as spiritual and non-spiritual, or human and divine. Interesting that our belief
in Jesus as the God/man, anticipated this growing awareness two thousand years ago. I believe the consciousness of
Christ is growing among us. There are some who are further ahead, but they are a blessing to us as they show us the way
to see and understand and experience God in all things.
There is reason to hope as we move into the future, and Advent can provide us with the most important thing we need to
succeed. We need hearts open to the work of the Holy Spirit, and Advent as a time of prayer and anticipation, provides us
the opportunity to pause and hear God’s voice speaking his love to us, even as we may now only perceive the
darkness. Remember after every dusk comes a dawn, and God is dawning upon us in every now of our lives where his
Eternity dwells. So let us pray:
“God, open our minds and hearts that we may know your presence in all things. Let your love heal our blindness that
your light may be our light and our joy may be full. We pray for all people and long for the time when all creation will
come to praise you our God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Creator, Sanctifier, and Redeemer). Amen.”

Birthdays: November 29th: Linda Dugar, Steve Brandt and Lei Spencer
Bulletin: The December editor is Alexander Johnson. Send notices by noon on Wednesday to: slpm3949@msn.com
St. Leonard of Port Maurice is a Black National Parish, and we welcome you wherever you are on your journey! We are a diverse
parish with big hearts and great action for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Please come and join us in the great work of this faith
community!
San Leonardo de Port Maurice es una parroquia Nacional Negro, y le damos la bienvenida a usted dondequiera que estés en tu viaje!
Somos una parroquia diversa con grandes corazones y gran acción para el Evangelio de Jesucristo. Por favor, Venga y únase a
nosotros en la gran obra de esta comunidad de fe

Risen Christ Catholic School - the only dual immersion Catholic school in Minnesota - is hosting a K-3 information
session on Wednesday, November 30th in the school library from 6:00-7:00pm.
 Risen Christ is bilingual, multicultural and financially accessible. Tuition is based on family income.
 Risen Christ students excel academically. The Class of 2016’s Math and Reading test scores were DOUBLE the
Minneapolis public school average for comparable students.
 Risen Christ educates children in mind, body, and spirit to live and lead in the example of Jesus Christ.
Risen Christ is located at 1120 East 37th Street in Minneapolis. Contact Marisa Rivera at mrivera@risenchristschool.org
or 612-822-5329 or visit www.risenchristschool.org for more information.

Meals on Wheels
No senior should have to wait for the nutritious meals and daily visits from a trusted volunteer that enable them to remain
healthy and safe at home. But due to funding failing to keep pace with the need, this is the reality for thousands of our
nation's most vulnerable seniors.
Now is the time for us to come together to raise awareness about this growing gap and spark action in our communities.
Join us in telling Congress that #SeniorsCantWait.
Between now and December 9, Congress will make federal funding decisions impacting Meals on Wheels programs
nationwide. There are two actions you can take now to support our seniors:
Email or call your Members of Congress and tell them that one senior on one waiting list is one too many. Urge
them to increase funding for Older Americans Act Nutrition Programs, like Meals on Wheels, in a final FY 2017
agreement and to take one major step towards eliminating waiting lists altogether.
Participate in the #SeniorsCantWait conversation on social media. Follow Meals on Wheels America on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for frequent updates and use these helpful tools to keep the conversation going
now through December.

Christmas Luncheon: St. Leonard's seniors are invited to join St. Joan of Arc Catholic Community seniors for a
Christmas Luncheon on Tuesday, December 6th. The celebration begins with Mass in the church at 11:30 followed by
lunch, entertainment and prizes in Hospitality Hall. Space is limited. Reservations with your name are required. To
RSVP, please call the Parish Center at 612.823.8205 by noon on December 2nd. Free Will Donation Appreciated.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
As you prepare your heart for the coming of Christ, make room for Him in your marriage also.
Experience a Worldwide Marriage Encounter and discover what God desires for your marriage. The next Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekends are Feb 10-12, 2017 in Buffalo, MN and May 5-7, 2017 in Buffalo, MN. Early registration
is highly recommended. For more information visit our website at: twincitieswwme.org or contact Brent & Tracy
at applications@twincitieswwme.org or 612-756-8720.

Handel’s MESSIAH Sing
Join the Minnesota Chorale, under the direction of Kathy Saltzman Romey, organist Lynn Trapp, and professional soloists
in singing George Frideric Handel’s much loved oratorio “Messiah.” Bring your own score or borrow or buy one at the
event. Come to sing-a-long or listen and enjoy. Freewill offering taken. Reception follows.
Saint Olaf Worship And Sacred Music Series
Sunday, December 4th, 6:30 PM
St. Olaf Catholic Church
215 S. 8th St, Minneapolis, MN

TRUST NEWS
The TRUST Chore Program is looking for people who are interested in doing housecleaning or snow removal.
The pay for housecleaning is $15 per hour; the clients provide the cleaning supplies. Snow removal depends on
the property. Base pay starts at $15, plus another $2.00 if you use your own equipment. There could be added
charges if the property for example is on a corner, large lot, etc. Please call 612-827-6150 for more information,
or to fill out an application.
Precision Furnace or Boiler Tune-Up and Carbon Monoxide Safety Check! $69 Fundraiser Special!
Uptown Plumbing, Heating and Cooling is donation 100 Precision Furnace or A/C Tune-Ups and Safety Checks
to TRUST, Inc. This service is normally priced at $210, a $141 savings! TRUST wins and you do too!! Buy
your ticket and 100% of your $69 goes to support TRUST. Contact TRUST at 612-827-6159 or
trust@trustinc.org for ticket.

Kingfield Empty Bowls--A Call for Artists, A Call for Action
“Empty Bowls” is an event that brings the community together to share a meal of homemade soup and bread donated
by local restaurants out of handmade bowls donated by local artists –we accept a donation from all diners and all the
profits from the event are given to Nicollet Square. For a suggested donation of $20 community members eat dinner
with us and take the bowl home as a reminder of our many neighbors that are in need of food and shelter. Last year
this event drew over 850 people and raised almost $10,000 for Nicollet Square!
This event provides many hands-on ways for your congregants of all-ages to get involved and act on their faith by
helping those in need find stable and secure housing. Below are some actions your church can take to help us promote
the event. If your church is looking for additional ways to involve congregants in helping residents of Nicollet Square as
well as build connections in our community, please email or call me to discuss your ideas.
Action 1:

Post a “Call for Pottery” in your church bulletin in November & December

Details: We rely on local potters to donate food-safe, soup-sized bowls to the event. Reaching potters in your church
community that might be willing to donate some of their handiwork is invaluable to us! We are attaching a PDF calling
for artists to donate pottery. Please include this announcement in your eNews or upcoming church bulletins. To receive
this in another format please contact our Empty Bowls Outreach Volunteer Eleonore Balbach at etbalbach@gmail.com.
Action 2:

Post a “Kingfield Empty Bowls Invitation” in your church bulletin in January

Details: This event is successful because so many people attend it. Please help us advertise this event. We will provide
the text for the announcement in your bulletin after the first of the year, closer to the date of the event.
Action 3:
Pass the Plate or Share the Plate with KFNA to benefit Kingfield Empty Bowls with Optional Guest
Speaker at your congregation.
Details: Invite one of our Volunteers to come speak to your congregation at a Sunday Service. Encourage your
congregants to give directly to this event, and thus to Nicollet Square at this service. Contact me directly if you would
like to arrange for a speaker.
You can also contact me to discuss other ways that your church might want to be involved in Kingfield Empty
Bowls! KFNA looks forward to working with you to spread the word about this fabulous community event and finding
new ways to fight hunger and homelessness together, one bowl at a time.
Sarah Linnes-Robinson, Kingfield Neighborhood Executive Director; sarah@kingfield.org; office: 612-8235980/mobile: 612-791-7081

